by tradition and deeply rooted in Japanese sentiment, but its
modern form, professed by the Showa Restorationists, is
simply German nineteenth-century State-worship. Aizawa's
cry for the restoration of economic power to the Emperor is
the Japanese variant of Marx's proposal that the means of
wealth shall be owned by the State. Only the extremists go so
far into Imperial Socialism as Aizawa. General Terauchi, the
Minister for War, was speaking, however, in the name of the
Army when he warned Mr. Hirota that a Cabinet based on
laissezfaire and Liberalism was unfit to deal with the national
emergency.
When Manchukuo was founded, General Ajraki promised
that the heavy military expenditures would not be necessary for
more than two or three years. In the fifth year they are still
increasing, and the public has been told that they will continue
to rise. "Liberalism" has only been able to finance those
expenditures by borrowing. In five years the national debt has
risen from 7,000,000,000 to 10,000,000,000 yen. "Liberalism"
has been repudiated; its exponents in finance have been killed;
and yet the new Finance Minister can only promise heavier
taxation and a continuance of borrowing. The Showa Restora-
tionists, who demanded relief for the farmer, are in a dilemma.
The farmer can only be relieved if the central Government
reduces his taxation. But how can that be done if the fighting
services continue to need all the money that the Government
can tax or borrow?
The Showa Restoration movement is, fundamentally, the
Japanese response to the modern revolutionary impulse. The
"divine discontent" which impels it along is aroused, here as
everywhere else, by the contrast between the wealth of society
and the poverty of individuals. It is not Communism, and it is
not the New Deal, but it shares their faith that miracles can be
wrought if only the State controls the economic machinery. In
other nations the clamour of the masses for a fuller life inspires
the demand for greater diffusion of wealth. In Japan, where
conditions and background are different, it comes as a need for
greater Government revenues to promote the security and wel-
fare of the nation by military means. It differs from the move-
ment of the West, and is truly Japanese, in that it originates
with those professing authority and not with those subject to
authority. The rebels are Army officers, because in Japan the
warrior class has been the leading and ruling class.
The extreme section of the movement will doubtless be
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